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OBITUARIES
dana royceLyne (LaVertu) caIn

 
Dana Roycelyne (Lavertu) Cain, 71, 

Naples Fla., died at Avow Hospice in 
Naples on May 28, 2015. 

She was preceded in death by her 
mother, Louis Bode. 

She is survived by her husband, Thomas 
Michael Cain; children, Andre Lavertu, 
Monique Lavertu, Rene Lavertu, Jean 
Paul (Hope) Lavertu and Brandon Cain; 

grandchildren, Gabrielle Lavertu/Fig, Ryan Ackerman, 
Cameron Ackerman, Chloe Lavertu and Brielle Lavertu; 
sisters, Jean Siess, Alana Owen and Linda Gruben. 

She lived in Brandenburg, Ky. for 20 years.
Her loving, kind, generous , and vibrant personality will 

be missed by her friends and family.
Her celebration of life will be at First Baptist Church, 

Brandenburg, June 27 at 12 p.m.  
In lieu of flowers donations to American Cancer Society 

Ovarian Research or Avow Hospice in Naples.

anthony Mercer coMBs

Anthony Mercer Combs, 47, Vine 
Grove, Ky., died June 13, 1967 at his 
residence surrounded by his loved ones.

He was born to Lionel and Phyllis 
Combs on Nov. 25, 1967. 

He is survived by his loving wife, 
Shelly Combs, Vine Grove; three chil-
dren, Billi Jean Combs, Ft. Knox, Ky., 
Keisha Marie Combs, and Anthony M. 

Combs Jr., both of Vine Grove; three grandchildren, Ar-
riona Woods, Kristyana Combs and Madison Upshaw; 
his parents, Lionel and Phyllis Combs, Winchester, Va.; 
his sister and nephew, Kendra and Xzavon Whitted; 
mother-in-law, Ida Guilford; the family pet, Blu Combs; 
many aunts, uncles, and cousins, Winchester, Va.

He was happily married 24 years to Shelly Combs. 
People that knew him would describe him as: strong-
willed, confident, and entertaining. Any room he walked 
into, he could put a smile on someone’s face.

SFC Combs was retired United States Army and a 
veteran of the Iraqi war. Serving 22 years, he proudly de-
fended his country by constantly taking assignments to 
train soldiers. Mr. Combs enjoyed things such as fishing 
and video gaming. The later years of his life, he battled 
Multiple Myeloma and was named 2014’s Survivor of the 
Year for the Kentucky Derby’s Julep Ball.

Services will be held June 24 at Coffey & Chism 
Funeral Home in Vine Grove at 12 p.m. with Brother, 
Randy Pettus and Brother, Jason McColly officiating. 
Viewing is offered for friends from  11 a.m.-12 p.m. The 
burial will follow the service at the Kentucky Veterans-
Cemetery. 

Condolences may be expressed at www.coffeyand-
chism.com.

John Lee hInds
 

John Lee Hinds, 86, Radcliff, Ky.,died 
June 11, 2015 at North Hardin Health & 
Rehabilitation Center, Radcliff, Ky.

He was preceded in death by a daugh-
ter, Pam; and a sister, Ella Marie.

He is survived by his wife, Iva Jane 
Hinds, Radcliff; three sons, Mike (Julie) 
Hinds, Rineyville, Ky., Glenn (Tammy) 
Hinds, Vine Grove, Ky., Darwin (Jenny) 

Hinds, Elizabethtown, Ky.; a daughter, Julie (J.P.) Morrow, 
Elizabethtown; 12 grandchildren; eight great-grandchil-
dren; two brothers, J.R. and Wayne, both of Indiana; a 
sister, Tanya, Pennsylvania.

He was a member of Mill Creek Baptist Church, 
Radcliff. He was retired from the United States Air Force 
having served in the Vietnam War.

Funeral services were held June 17 at the chapel of Cof-
fey & Chism Funeral Home, Vine Grove. Burial followed 
in the Kentucky Veterans Cemetery Central, Radcliff, with 
military honors.

Condolences may be expressed at www.coffeyandchism.
com.

MIchaeL “scotty” LaMkIn
 

Michael “Scotty” Lamkin, 64, formerly of Brandenburg, 
Ky., died May 26, 2015, at his home in Wasilla, AK sur-
rounded by family and friends.

He was born in Bloomington, Ill., 
March 24, 1951 to Marjorie Bruner Lam-
kin and the late, Stiles William Lamkin. 

He was preceded in death by his father; 
maternal grandparents, Mr. and Mrs. 
Homer J. Bruner; and paternal grandpar-
ents, Mr. and Mrs. Alex F. Lamkin.

He is survived by his loving wife, 
Sherry Kendall Lamkin; son, Timothy 

Scott Lamkin, Juneau, AK; daughter, Britni (Donnie) 
Eiler, Wasilla; grandsons, Oliver Scott Lamkin, Ayden 
and Bryson Stickle; granddaughters, Mariana Bell and 
Karmen Stickle; brother, James (Mary) Lamkin; sister, 
Patricia Lamkin Wilson; two nephews; one niece; five 
great-nephews; one great-niece; two uncles, Robert (Joann) 
Bruner and Bennie (Frances) Bruner, Brandenburg; one 
aunt, Shirley Bruner Covington, Jacksonville, Fla.; and 
many friends and family.

A memorial service was held at his home May 29 in 
celebration of his life. Jamie Schley flew his Alaskan Bush 
and Float plane over the gathering in tribute to him.

herBert “ray” Mays
 
 Herbert “Ray” Mays, 80, Stephensport, Ky., died June 
10, 2015 at Norton’s Hospital in Louisville. He was born 
Oct. 10, 1934 in Webster, Ky.
 He was preceded in death by his wife, Beverly Jean 
Mays; his mother Ruby Mays; and a sister, Doris Smith.  
 He is survived by his children, Nancy (Earl) Mays 
Middleton, Thomas Lee Mays, Cathy Thompson, Everett 
Mays, Shirley Mays and Jerry Wayne Phelps; two grand-
children; and five step-grandchildren; four nieces; one 
nephew; and several great-nieces and nephews.
 He was an avid farmer, an Army Veteran, and served 
on the Stephensports Volunteer Firefighters for 28 years.
 Funeral services were held June 16 at Alexander Funeral 
Home. Burial followed in Webster UMC Cemetery in 
Webster.
 Expressions of Sympathy maybe given in the form of 
donation to Alexander Funeral PO Box 125 Irvington, 
KY, 40146.

randaLL edWard Murray

Randall Edward Murray, 71, Radcliff, Ky., died June 
8, 2015 at his home.

He was preceded in death by his parents, Kenneth Carl-
ton (Althea) Murray; and his brother, Kenneth Murray.

He is survived by his wife, Linda Murray, Radcliff; two 
children, Tisch Murray Williamson, Columbus, Ohio, and 
Kenneth Murray, W.P., Fla.; three step-children, James 
Brown, Anniston, Ala., Diana Burchfield, Berea, Ky., and 
Connie Koski, Nashville, Tenn.; a brother, Larry Murray; 
eight grandchildren; and two great-grandchildren.

SFC (ret.) Murray is a life time member of the VFW 
post # 10281 and a member of Lincoln Trail Golf Course.

Funeral services were held June 16 at Nelson-Edelen-
Bennett Funeral Home, Radcliff.  Burial followed at 
Kentucky Veterans Cemetery Central, Radcliff, with 
military honors.

  Condolences may be expressed at www.nebfh.com.

geraLd edWard russ

Gerald Edward Russ, 86, Rineyville, Ky., died June 6, 
2015 at Hardin Memorial Hospital in Elizabethtown, Ky.

 He is survived by his daughter, Rebecca (Roger) Russ 
Scott, Louisville, Ky.; a grandson, Jason (Stephanie) Davis; 
two great-granddaughters, Tinsley and Addison; a grand-
daughter, Michele (Joe) Glasscock; a great-granddaughter, 
Emilee; a great-grandson, Braden; a grandson, Robert 
Scott; six step-children, Bill, Cindy, Randy Marvin, 
Kathy, and Eddie; 18 step-grandchildren; and 13 step-
great-grandchildren.

He retired from the U.S. Army serving 32 years.
Funeral services were held June 12 Nelson-Edelen-

Bennett funeral home in Radcliff. Burial followed in the 
North Hardin Memorial Gardens in Radcliff.

Condolences may be expressed online at www.nebfh.
com.

JIM russeLL
 

Jim Russell, infant son of Jenny Sonner and Jim Russell, 
Battletown, Ky., died, June 10. 2015, at Norton Womens 
and Kosair Childrens Hospital, Louisville, Ky.

Russell is survived by his brothers and sisters, Brad, 
Jaxx, Jolie and Lexie Sonner; his grandparents, George 
(Liz) Weick, Mike Russell, all of Battletown and Hilda 
Jane Farris, Garrett, Ky.; and his great grandparents, Great 
Granny Sandler, Louisville, Ky. and Evelyn Russell, Vine 
Grove, Ky.

Graveside services were held June 13, 2015 at St. Mary 
Magdalen Cemetery, Rev. David Carr, officiated. 

Arrangements were entrusted to Hager Funeral Home. 
Condolences may be expressed at www.hagerfuneral-

home.com.

ruBy catherIne skaggs
 

Ruby Catherine Skaggs, 87, Guston, Ky. died June 12, 
2015 at Harrison County Hospital in Corydon, Ind.

She was born July 12, 1927, to the late Junie and Lona 
Wright Haire. 

She was preceded in death by an infant sister, Zelona 
Haire, and a grandson,  Anthony Raley.  

She is survived by her husband, Bennie Skaggs, Gus-
ton; a daughter, Brenda Brown, Irvington, Ky.; a brother, 
Shelby Haire; one granddaughter, Jennifer; and five great-
grandchildren.

Funeral services were held June 15 at Alexander Funeral 
Home. Burial followed in Cedar Hill Cemetery.

MaggIe LouIse BenhaM thoMas
 

M a g g i e   L o u i s e   B e n -
h a m   T h o m a s ,   8 4 ,   B r a n d e n -
burg, Ky., died June 8, 2015 at her daugh-
ter’s residence. 

She  was  born  Aug.  20,  1930, Lou-
is v i l le ,   Ky. ,   the   daughter   of   Pe-
ter   D.  and  Magg ie  Bern ice  Har-
rington Benham.

She was preceded in death by her par-
ents; her husband, J.R. Thomas; two daughters, Brenda Thom-
as Harrison and Joanne Thomas; and twin baby boys; a sis-
ter, Lena Mae Butler; and two brothers, Chet and Den-
nie Benham.  

She   i s   s u r v i v ed   by   fou r   d au ghte r s ,   Na n-
cy (Chuck) Grosse, Patty (John) Watts, Jill (Angel) Fer-
nandez,  and  Amy  (Wil l)  Dil ley ;  two sons,  Jes-
sie  Thomas  and  Tim  (Cindy)  Thomas;  three  sis-
ters, Mary (Max) Parrish, Penny Raver, Dorothy Land-
ers;  a  brother,  William  Benham;  and  14  grandchil-
dren and 30 great-grandchildren.

She  was  a  lov ing  wife ,  mother,  g randmoth-
er,  great  grandmother,  sister‐in‐law  and  mother‐
in‐law.  She  was    a  good,  kind,  caring  person  who  al-
ways had a  smile.  She loved gardening, canning vegetables, plant-
ing  f lowers  and  mowing  the  lawn.    An  avid  Ken-
tucky Wildcat basketball fan, at the holidays after the meal she  
would  sit  at  the  kitchen  table  and  talk  UK  basket-
ball with her grandsons.  She  loved to fly in airplanes.  Mag-
gie  worked  at  the  Army  Ammunition  Plant,  Keller’s,   
and then General Electric where she retired in 1991 af-
ter 20 years.

Funeral services were held June 12 at the Bethel Unit-
ed Methodist Church. Burial followed in the church cem-
etery.  

Condolences  by  be  expressed  at  www.hagerfuneral-
home.com.

We’ve been examining 
sin and forgiveness, cursed-
ness and blessedness over 
the last two weeks. Today, 
we zero in on Psalm 32:5, 
perhaps the most important 
verse in the Psalm. I said 
last week, that this verse is a 
call to dive deep down into 
the truth about our wicked 
hearts, all the way to the 
bottom. It may seem difficult 
and dark, but there’s bless-
ing at the bottom. Let’s dive 
in four stages (two this week, 
two next week).

Most people live their 
daily lives on a kind of 
treadmill of accomplishing 
tasks and avoiding crises. 
They live largely ignorant of 
God, largely unconcerned 
with Him in the moment by 
moment. Many though, have 
opened their eyes widely 
enough to see that they are 
regularly sinning against this 
holy God, a God who does 
indeed have the authority to 
demand perfection of them. 
Just as David did (verse 5a), 
many of us “acknowledge our 
sins” to God. Most people 
admit they get it wrong… 

Minister’s Corner 
often. But that’s nowhere 
near the depth of confession 
that true repentance lead-
ing to blessed forgiveness 
requires.

Praise the Lord, many 
dive deeper; they stop “cov-
ering their iniquity” (verse 
5b). To understand what this 
means, we need to under-
stand what iniquity means. 
Iniquity is not just a syn-
onym for sin. To say that I’m 
iniquitous means that I’m 
bent, crooked, twisted. It is 
what I said last week: I do 
bad things BECAUSE I’M 
BAD. Far fewer people are 
willing to admit that they’re 
fundamentally broken and 
wicked in essence. To the 
degree that we keep covering 
up this reality, we will con-
tinue living in pain, sin, and 
self-deception. To the degree 
that we finally stop defend-
ing ourselves and admit that 
what we need is NOT to do 
more good things and less 
bad things; what we need 
IS to have our brokenness, 
our bent souls HEALED by 
God’s grace ALONE. Are 
you here? Do you merely 
admit you blow it sometimes, 
or have you stopped covering 
the truth and admitted that 
you need to be healed from 
your soul-brokenness? If 
you’ve stopped covering your 
iniquity, please join me next 
week for the great news.

By Pastor 
chris 
wilson

Payneville 
Baptist church
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